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EDITOR'S PREFACE

“Erev Rav Talks” is a collection of derashos of the Rav about the “Mixed Multitude”, the soul
reincarnations of the Egyptians who escaped with the Jewish people at the time of the exodus, who
did not have sincere intentions in converting to the Jewish people. They have been the ongoing
troublemakers throughout history, and the source of all evil influences that have infiltrated into the

holiness of the Jewish people.

The Erev Rav and its role in the exile of the Jewish people is written about by the Vilna Gaon in
Even Shelaimah (11) and in Peirush HaGra to Tikkunei HaZohar 41. An in-depth study of the
matter of “Erev Rav” is beyond the scope of this work. The purpose of this compilation rather
focuses on how Erev Rav affects us today. Some of the chapters of this compilation do offer an in-
depth look into the topic, and we have included those chapters here only for the sake of further

research into this topic, but it does not replace studying these matters at their source.

This compilation of derashos can help us have a better understanding of the times we live in, of the
unique avodah that is given to us during these times preceding the era of Mashiach; of staying loyal
to Hashem and the values of the holy Torah, in the face of the threats to our spiritual situation and
the confusion that surrounds us; and to make the separation between the holiness within us and the

evil that may have become embedded onto us from all of the outside influences.
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| | EREV RAV TODAY

In Shemoneh Esrei we ask Hashem, 119093 yap% 01 X2 350 9973 99Ws ypn. “And gather our
dispersed, and rescue us from our land.”

Our exile includes two parts: Being subservient to the nations, and in addition, we were exiled
from our land of Eretz Yisrael and found in a strange land, in the Galus (Diaspora). Thus, we are
asking for two things: To be gathered back together again and for all the ingathering of all exiled
Jews, back to Eretz Yisrael. This blessing was enacted by the Men of Great Assembly, from the time
period of the second Beis HaMikdash until today.

Throughout the generations, the Jewish people poured out their hearts to Hashem to be gathered
from exile and return to Eretz Yisrael. There were always mistakes that were made about the Geulah
(Redemption). The sage Rebbi Akiva thought that Bar Kuziva was Moshiach. There were many
false Mashiachs throughout the generations, as discussed in Igeres HaRambam, in which there was a
false Mashiach in the times of the Rambam. There was the false redeemer, Shabsai Tzvi, and his
followers. There were false Mashiachs who came and went, and now that’s a thing of the past. We
still remain with a bad mark from it, but for the most part, such a test is no longer here. It was a
test in previous generations, but not anymore.

In our current generation, what is the test that we face? The test is that part of the Jewish people
have returned to Eretz Yisrael, and part of them haven’t, but a recognizable chunk of Kla/ Yisrael
has returned to Eretz Yisrael — and what does that mean for us? How should we view this situation,
in terms of the Geulah?

We must understand where we are in history, what has been fulfilled so far and what are we
davening for, when we daven for the Geulah. Those who are ignorant think that everything has been
fulfilled already, but let us analyze the truth here and be clearer about this. We shall try here to
clarify this matter, though understandably, this is a broad, complex, and sensitive issue.

GOOD CONTAINS EVIL AND EVIL CONTAINS GODD

For everything that Hashem created in the world, there is a mixture of good and evil in each
thing. Thus, we must see the good — and evil — in everything. Nothing is black-on-white — it will
not be totally good and totally bad, it will always contain elements of both. If something is evil, it
must have good in it, and if something is good, we must see how some evil is also contained in it.
Nothing is totally good or totally evil. Everything is a mix (this is stated in sefer Ruach Chaim of
Rav Chaim Volozhiner zt”l). Something good is trapped in something evil, and that is why a
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prohibition is called assur, which means imprisoned, because the holiness is imprisoned inside the
evil act. For example, even in learning Torah, there is some evil involved, because a person always
learns with a little bit of shelo lishmah (ulterior motivations, not for the sake of Torah). So even
something that is for the most part good will have traces of evil in it.

The fact that Jews have returned to Israel is also a stark example of something which has good
and evil in it. It is good that Jews have returned, because Hashem has certainly brought them here
as part of the process of the Geulah. But there is also another side to the coin here that has come

along with it: It is entirely the Sitra Achra (the Other Side).

Just as there was a Pharoah, a Nevuchadnezar, an Achashveirosh, a Haman, and an Antiyochus,
and just as we faced the evils of the Galus of Mitzrayim, Bavel, Yavan, Madai-Paras, Edom, and
Yishmael, so do we face an evil today that is the Galus of the Erev Rav (“Mixed Multitude”),
which has had a part in the return of Jews to Eretz Yisrael. It wasn’t just a partial factor that
accompanied the return to Eretz Yisrael — rather, it was entirely overseen and allowed by the
Erev Rav, and therefore, it was the Erev Ravwhich caused Klal/ Yisrael to come here. Just as we
had a Greek exile, so is there is an exile headed by the Erev Rav.

If we just look it from an immature perspective, we only see one side of the matter. Was this
something bad which also had some good and holiness in it, or was it something good which also
had evil in it? It was an argument of the Gedolim. At the root of the matter was: Is this all the
beginning of the Geulah? Or is it all the work of the Satan, just as the Satan convinced the people to
do the Eige/ when they thought it was good?

It’s clear that it was a holy spark of good, a spark of returning to Eretz Yisrael, but it’s also very
clear that this was allowed through the Erev Rav - that this was a holiness that was trapped in
something evil. The “heads of the Erev Rav”, who are also the “heads of the 50" gate of impurity”
(which no one can return from) had a big part in all this.

But as clear as this evil is, there was also a very holy spark here, just as any evil has good in it. If
something is very evil, there will be a very holy spark contained in it. And therefore, there is good
and evil mixed together as one, and in such a disturbing way!

But to be more precise, the fact that the part of the Jews have come back here is both a spark of
the Geulah that came along with the Erev Rav’s control of the Jewish people here - is really a deeper
part of our situation of Galus.

It’s not simply that the Erev Rav gets to be in power over here. It is a whole new kind of Galus
which we didn’t have until now. There was a spark of the Geulah here, and because we weren’t
zocheh to the Geulah fully, it became turned into a new depth of Galus. It would have been the
beginning of the Geulah, had we been zocheh (worthy), but because we weren’t zocheh, it became a
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whole new depth of Galus. It was a spark of the Geulah that “fell” to the Galus, which creates a new
and deeper kind of Galus — the Galus of the Erev Rav.

There was the Egyptian exile, the Babylonian exile, the Median-Persian exile, and the Greek
Exile. Now we are in the Roman exile (Edom) and within that, the Arab Exile (Yishmael) which
surrounds us, and within the Arab exile is the exile of the Erev Rav.

The exile of the Erev Rav is very different from the other exiles, in the aspect that the Jewish
people are very mixed with them. The Galus of the Erev Rav is that it is a “great mixture”, a
taaruvos rabah, which cannot be sorted out through any human being.

There was never an exile like this before - and it takes place in Eretz Yisrael. Yes, there is a spark
of good contained here, a spark of the Geulah, but this spark of good has been captured by Erev
Rav, and therefore a new kind of exile has begun.

It is an exile of mixing with the Erev Rav — which is rooted in the word arev, sweet. It is when
the sweetness of the words of Torah falls, Rachmana Litzlan, to the side of the Erev Rav. The Erev
Rav are not just mixed with Torah-observant Jews — they make their lifestyle seem sweet and
alluring to us.

The Chazon Ish said that he is not afraid of the decrees that the heads of the Erev Rav will make
on the Jewish people in Eretz Yisrael. He was rather afraid of the fact that observant Jews will slowly
lose their yiras shomayim by mixing with the Erev Rav. What he said then is what we can see with
our own eyes happening now. We returned to Eretz Yisrael, from the holy spark that fell into this
new kelipah, the Erev Rav. What should have been “the beginning of the Geulah”, as the Chofetz
Chaim said it can be, ended up being turned into a new Galus. This is the very depth of Galus, not
just another detail.

When we understand what Galus is, then we can know what our avedah is during this Galus. It’s
not that we are simply more mixed with the nations. That was the problem until now. The
problem now is that people think that the Erev Rav is sweet. Their lusts and money offer a
temptation to everyone.

One who understands the depth of Galus will understand the process we are in and the avodah
that needs to be done now, and what Hashem is asking of us. But if one doesn’t understand that
this is a profound Galus, then he will wonder how much to mix with the Erev Rav or not. But when
one understands it clearly, he sees there is only one path. There cannot be mixing with them and
avoiding their allure. It is either, or. Many wonderful Jews want to serve Hashem here, but they
don’t understand the situation they are in. They simply see the problem here as another decree and
another decree that the Erev Rav makes on us, and the attitude is, “We will stop this decree”, and
then again with the next decree, “We will stop it.” Yes, there are decrees one after the other and we
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must stop them, but those are just the details of a larger issue that’s looming. The root of the
problem here is far more encompassing.

The Gra, and also Rav Elchonon Wasserman, spoke a lot about the Galus Erev Rav at the end of
exile, in Eretz Yisrael. We have entered the last few years into a test where we must not only refrain
from mixing with them, but we must not fall into the mistake of finding them to be sweet.

Most people find the Erev Rav’s benefits to be sweet, and they have come to accept it as part of a
religious Jewish life in Eretz Yisrael. This is like a “strange god” that a person makes which one
mistakenly makes into a part of his Yiddishkeit, precisely because he is so mixed with it.

When one’s heart is purer and it’s working and active, his heart burns for the truth, he has the
fire of a Torah scholar, a holy fire of the Torah that burns within him. He sees clearly how the
entire goal of the heads of the Erev Rav (as Rav Chaim Soloveitchik said) is to spiritually obliterate
the Jewish people by wishing to uprooting the foundations of the Torah, which is really a war they
are waging to prevent Hashem’s revelation coming to the world. If our heart is pure, it is burning
for the truth, and we will be clear that there are no ‘two sides’ here to the situation now - there is
nothing to discuss, this is not a give-and-take discussion. It’s very clear. It is a profound Galus, and
Hashem is directing the Creation on a course that He has planned in order for it to reach its
purpose, and part of this plan is that the Erev Rav is trying to uproot everything that’s holy.

One who doesn’t understand this is like a blind person stumbling in the dark. Any give-and-take
discussion about this is a mistake from the start. It is like when Lavan tried to uproot everything by
wishing to destroy Yaakov. The Erev Rav is trying to destroy us, and Chazal said that if someone is
trying to destroy you, you must go and destroy him before he destroys you.

In the past, there were different sides to the issues, but now the path which we need to take is
very clear. There always different sides to any issue, and the Gedolim differ about how to view a
situation. In the past, there were different views of the Gedolim. The well-known view of the
kadosh, Reb Yoelish from Satmar, was that we should not have any connection at all to the
government, because it goes against the “Three Oaths” listed by Chazal. An opposite view, which
was the other extreme, was that there are sparks of holiness here to connect to, but this was a very
very dangerous path to take, and it was only for rare individuals to take, and almost anyone who

took this path fell from their Yiddishkeit completely.

But now, everyone agrees that it’s a whole different story than the Galus that began 70 years ago.
The Erev Rav is now deemed sweet to everyone, and now every Gadol will agree that we must
totally separate from them, just like we separate a fetus from its mother if the fetus is endangering
the mother’s life.

In the last few years, there is no other way for us except to separate ourselves from them. Mixing
with the Erev Rav is not just another random problem we face in the exile. It is not merely like
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when Yaakov wanted to be saved from Esav, even when Esav acted like a friendly brother to him
and he was scared of how this would influence his soul. It is even more. This is not the return to
Eretz Yisrael that we pray for, because it a whole new depth of the exile, when observant Jews mix
with them, enjoying a “sweet” relationship with them. This can be either be because the Erev Rav
offers people various indulgences of the world, and money, and that draws the Jewish people into
mixing with the Erev Rav and finding them enjoyable. As long as the Geulah hasn’t yet come, we
must understand very clear that this is the depth of Galus, in which we are found in the false
sweetness of the Erev Rav.

We must use our holy daas and cut ourselves off from them, totally, and let our hearts burn with
pain against this rebellion against Hashem from the Erev Rav, which even earnest Jews are falling in
with, by becoming connected with them and finding benefits from them that seem sweet. It is
impossible to mix with Erev Rav without being affected by them. They are not just “mixed” with
us, they make us believe that what they have is “sweet.” Most of us are so mixed with them that we
don’t even realize it, and how much they are negatively affect us. That is the depth of their evil -
they are so mixed with us that they go unnoticed. This is the depth of our exile — that the Erev Rav
appears so “sweet” to us.

If anyone wants to merit eternal life, he must cut off himself from any contact with Erev Rav. It
must pain us that there are earnest, G-d fearing Jews who are connecting themselves with the Erev
Rav, the evil souls who rebel against Hashem with their decrees on Yiddishkeit. Instead, we must
connect ourselves only with HaKadosh Baruch Hu, and avoid the seemingly “sweet” relationship
with members of the Erev Rav. If a frum Jew is connected with the Erev Rav, the Erev Rav will
influence his life slowly but surely, and he will find the way of life of the Erev Rav to be “sweeter”
than his...

So we ask Hashem to redeem us completely from exile. If, chas v'shalom we do not merit the
Geulah yet, at least we can be zocheh to separate ourselves from the Erev Rav, and designate
ourselves to become connected solely with Hashem.
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2 | GREEK INFLUENGE TODAY

THE CURRENT EXILE OF "EREV RAV"

In Al HaNissim, the Greeks are described as “zeidim”, rebellious ones, who came to uproot the

Torah.

Our Rabbis teach that we will go through seven exiles: Egypt, Bavel, Persia, Greece, Edom,
Yishmael, and the Erev Rav.! Each of the exiles had a specific time that they lasted for. But the last
exile, the exile of the Erev Rav (these are reincarnations of the “Erev Rav” [Mixed Multitude] souls
who left Egypt together with the Jewish people, and influenced them to do evil) has no specific
time, because it includes all of the exiles together. Therefore, the current and final exile — the exile
of the Erev Rav — is not just the exile of the Erev Rav, but it includes all influences of the nations
together.

The exiles of Egypt, Bavel, Persia, Greece, Edom and Yishmael each have their specific natures.
But the exile of the Erev Rav includes ingredients of all of them at once! This is the depth of our
final exile, and this is why it is so hard.

Now we can understand why the final exile is the hardest. No one knows when the current and
final exile will end; it hasn’t been revealed to anyone. But we are definitely in it, as our Rabbis
wrote. The current exile is called the “exile of the Erev Rav” - which we are in.

The more subtle definition of explaining it is that it we are in the exile of Edom, and within that,
the exile of Yishmael, and within that — the exile of the Erev Rav. The main part of the exile is the
Erev Rav. It is an exile which includes all exiles; clearly, then, it is the most difficult of all the exiles.
It pits us against the nations as never before. From all sides, we are surrounded with evil which we
must fight. That describes the place and time we are in now.

THE UNIQUE NATURE OF THE GREEK EXILE

Even more so, the Greek exile was different than the other exiles. The Egyptian, Babylonian and
Persian exiles all took place outside Eretz Yisrael, but the Greek exile took place in Eretz Yisrael ,
and not only that, but the Beis HaMikdash was still standing.

1 Although we refer generally to the “four” exiles (Bavel\Babylonia, Yavan\Greece, Persia, and Edom\Rome) the four
really subdivide for a total of seven, when we add on Egypt, the root of all exiles; and the last exile, Edom, which breaks
up into two additional exiles: the exile of Yishmael/Arabs and the innermost layer of the exile, the exile of the “Erev Rav”.
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The Greeks came to defile the Beis HaMikdash. It added a new dimension to exile: that even
when we have Eretz Yisrael and a Beis HaMikdash, we are still susceptible to danger.

Normally, exile is defined by the fact that we are exiled from Eretz Yisrael and forced to live
outside the land. But the Greek exile was a new kind of exile: That even when we are in Eretz
Yisrael, and even when we have a Beis HaMikdash, we can still be in exile. It wasn’t just a side
aspect, it defined the whole Greek exile.

What was the concept of the Greek exile? It is defined by the fact that they came and defiled the
Beis HaMikdash, contaminating all the oils for the Menorah. Their entire purpose was to come and
contaminate our holiness. They went straight to the Heichal in the Beis HaMikdash, so that they
could contaminate the oil for the Menorah. They came to the holiest site, with specific intentions to
ruin the holiness.

It didn’t begin with that. It really began with the decrees against certain mizzvos such as Shabbos,
Bris Milah, and Rosh Chodesh, as our Chazal tell us. But it still didn’t look so bad, because everyone
thought that they weren’t really in exile, because after all, the Beis HaMikdash was still standing. So
although decrees were being made against us, decree after decree, people thought it wasn’t so bad —

because we still had the Beis HaMikdash.

What indeed is the difference between the Greek exile with the other exiles? The difference was
astounding. During the other exiles, when we were exiled from Eretz Yisrael and we had no Beis
HaMikdash, we knew we were in exile. But during the Greek exile, it did not seem to us that we
were in exile, because we were in Eretz Yisrael, and we had a Beis HaMikdash.

The Greeks came to contaminate the oil — this did not just mean that we had a technical
problem in that the Greeks had all the oil. It was all a result of what came before that. Olive oil
(shemen) is seen by our Sages as a symbol of wisdom (Chochmah); the Greeks had control over all
the oil, both on a physical level as well as on a spiritual level. They succeeded in confusing the
wisdom and minds of our nation, with all their secular thinking. When the Greeks affected how we
thought - that was how they were able to physically control our oil as well.

The Beis HaMikdash was the holiest site, but it was also the place that can contaminate
everything [when it becomes contaminated]. If a person thinks that this was just another random
detail in the Chanukah story, he is missing the whole point. When the Greeks came to contaminate
the oil, their real intentions were that they wanted to destroy the holy power of thought which the
Jewish people possess. The Jewish people were first conceived in Hashem’s thoughts, and the
Greeks wanted to destroy that too. When the Greeks affected our holy power of thought, they were
really damaging the entire holiness of Jewish souls. That was the depth of the matter of how they
contaminated all the oils.
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THE GREEK EXILE REAPPEARING IN THE CURRENT EXILE

If we reflect a little, the exile of the Erev Rav includes all of the exiles, and that is the depth of our
current exile. When a person reads about the words of our Rabbis concerning the exile, he can
know on an intellectual level about what kind of problem we find ourselves in, how our minds are
being threatened.

But even more so, the depth of the exile is that evil can enter even into the holiest places. That
was the uniqueness of the Greek exile, and since our current exile includes the Greek exile, our
current exile also contains that disturbing kind of evil: our very holiness is being threatened. The
evil influences of the nations can spread into even the holy places and contaminate our holiness.

In our times as well, it can be said, Rachmana litzlan, that the nations are coming and
contaminating our holy places. Only one jug of oil was found, and it was hidden in the ground. So
too, in our times, the Greek exile is here with it. The real evil is that Jewish minds are being
contaminated by the secular influences.

DEPTH OF THE CURRENT EXILE

When these words are absorbed, we can begin to realize what kind of situation we are in. First of
all, we are in an all-inclusive kind of exile, which includes aspects of all the exiles, with all of the
secular influences. But even more specifically, we are in an exile that resembles the Greek exile, for
we live in Eretz Yisrael; and the exile that we are in is not only taking places in the streets, and in
the buildings of secular people who make decrees against the Torah. Our very holy places are being
contaminated by the modern influences, which are disturbingly reminiscent of the nature of the
Greek exile.

It is not only the “Heichal” of the Beis HaMikdash hundreds of years ago which is being
contaminated. Every shul and beis midrash in this generation is being contaminated by the
secular influences! When a Jew walks into a shul or beis midrash nowadays, his mind is becoming
contaminated from all of the secular ideas he hears about!

In this exile, “Erev Rav”, which includes in it the Greek exile, we find ourselves facing Greek
influences all over again. But worse still is that the current exile includes all of the exiles — it
includes all of the secular influences of every nation. Those influences are coming into every beis
midrash and shull A person is learning Torah in a beis midrash or davening in shul, and thinks that
he’s being protected by the fact that shuls are called a “mikdash meat” (abode of holiness) he is in,
and that all the impurity is the street, while he’s safe and sheltered from it. After all, he is in middle
of learning or davening, immersed in spirituality...

But the Greeks were able to contaminate the Heichall If they can contaminate the Heichal, surely
they can come into every shul and beis midrash. What this causes is the following: the initial way of
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thinking of the average Jew who lives in our times is a contaminated kind of thinking. It is
because the whole air around us is impure.

It’s clear to all that there’s impurity outside in the streets. But it’s not clear that the impurity of
the streets has entered the shuls and batei midrashim. The secular de'os (ways of thinking) have
entered our circles and are ruining the mind of a Jew. The daas of the Torah has become exiled to
the impure daas of the other nations.

We must know that the minds of all people have been contaminated by secular influences, except
for a few rare individuals even if they are found in the shuls and batei midrashim. One who doesn’t
try to find the “jug of 0il” in our times — if he doesn’t search for truth — will not see the
truth.

But the real difficulty is that people don’t even realize that there’s a problem. If we would know
that there was an exile, everyone would cry to Hashem and beg Him that we attain a pure mind
and have real daas. But people think that exile is only in the streets, not in the shuls and batei
midrashim; a person is confident that his deos are truthful. This is the depth of the exile; our deos
are being mixed up by the gentile nations, and we don’t even realize.

If we would list all of the untruthful deos that are affecting us nowadays, there would not be
enough time. But we must know one thing: in the depth of exile we are in, in the last couple of
years secularism has succeeded in uprooting the entire proper Torah perspective which frum
people used to have. Not only are they making financial decrees against those who learn Torah; that
is just the external part of the decree. They are uprooting all devs of even those who learn Torah,
and they are doing so to groups of people here and there; it all adds up. They are taking away the
proper deos which we received as tradition from our forefathers. They have even succeeded in
causing us to doubt the most basic fundamentals.

Anyone born into this generation is a “tinok shenishboh” (captured child) among the nations,
even if he is born into a Torah family, because there are very few deos today which are truthful. In
the Chanukah episode, only one jug of oil was found; the message of this is that nowadays, it is rare
to find the truth, even in the Torah world. The actual words of Torah, of course, are never
contaminated, as the Nefesh HaChaim writes. But in our souls, the words of Torah can definitely
become hidden from the person, when his real mind is ruined by secular thinking. If one would
research all his de s in his mind, he would discover how much he has become influenced by secular
thinking.

A SPIRITUAL HOLOCAUST TAKING PLACGE IN OUR MIDST

The words here are harsh - but it is the reality which we find ourselves in. In previous
generations, they were in a physical Holocaust. In this generation, we are in middle of a spiritual
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Holocaust. The spiritual Holocaust is not only affecting those who have gone off the derech (OTD)
and taken to the streets; it is affecting even us who are in the beis hamidrash! The true de’os are
being uprooted, and the holiness of the Jew’s soul is being extinguished.

It is all because of the influence of the Erev Rav because people are connected with “the heads of
the Erev Rav”. And there is no end to how much damage they can cause when they enter our
circles. When the Torah world becomes connected with the outside world — via the influences of
the Erev Rav — the “heads of the Erev Rav” can mix together Chareidim with those who aren’t
Chareidim. How do they have the power to do this?? The answer is: there is no more Chareidi
society! The Chareidi society is already gone! There are only a few G-d fearing individuals
left. It’s all gone, it’s all destroyed.

We must understand that their influence upon is a holocaust to us! Someone born into this
generation is being born into a spiritual holocaust, no less than someone born into the generation
of the Holocaust that was 50 years ago. The Jewish people are being burned; everything is burning!
Maybe in our physical situation, there are some who are surviving. But in our spiritual situation,
the souls of the Jewish people are being burned! Each individual must realize how much the ways of
our fathers are being given up in favor of the secular influences.

The words here are just a brief description of the problems of today’s exile. The depth of the
exile is that each day, Jewish souls are being burned. There is no safe place anymore. Even the
“Heichal” itself is being contaminated. It is not an external kind of impurity going on; it is the kind
that enters the Jew’s mind and ruins it.

THE ONLY HOPE

Every opinion that enters our minds needs to be carefully researched to see if it’s truthful or not.

The truth must burn in our hearts. We need to daven and cry out to Hashem, from the depths of
our hearts: “Save me from this generation that I am in, from all the impurity that is everywhere!
Help me get through this lifetime properly!”

One must know the depth of the exile we are in — that there is no more Chareidi society
anymore, except for a few rare individuals who fear Hashem. The only thing that we can do in this
generation is to connect ourselves truthfully to Hashem, and one who is connected to Hashem, and
he makes sure to have mesirus nefesh, he resembles the heroic Chashmonaim of history. Although we
each have our various ups and downs in our spiritual level, we can still remain all the time
connected with Hashem and pray to Him all the time that we remain connected with Him. We
must be very afraid of the situation that we are in right now, because of the spiritual danger that
surrounds us; that fear is what can protect us.
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3 | MIXED UP WITH THE MIXED MULTITUDE

THE HOLINESS OF THE JEWISH NATION: APART FROM THE OTHER NATIONS

N70 1770 0I* 752 0'wITjI - “And the holy ones praise You every say, selah.”

The Jewish people are called kedoshim, “holy ones.” We are an am kadosh, a holy nation. We
stood at Har Sinai, where we were made to be apart from the nations of the world. Holiness is in
our entire makeup, in all our actions.

As the generations’ progress and we are distanced even more from Har Sinai, our separation from
the nations of the world is less apparent. We become more and more mixed with the nations, and
our holiness weakens with this. It is hard to tell these days how a Jew is that different from a non-
Jew. It seems as if a Jew’s holiness is a long forgotten thing of the past.

We don’t know when the Redemption will come. We aren’t allowed to know the end. Our
Rabbis gave us some signs, but we cannot know the exact time. We also don’t know the depths of
their words, so we don’t even know with clarity if the signs are showing. But one thing we know for
sure. The further we are from the time when we stood at Har Sinai, the more mixed we are with
the nations.

At Har Sinai, hatred for the Jews entered the non-Jewish nations, because they realized that we
are apart from them. It was clear then that we were apart from them. These days, when we are so
mixed with the nations, it doesn’t seem to appear to us that Jews are really apart from the nations.

'EREV RAV': THE GREAT CONFLUSION THAT HAS ENTERED OUR GENERATION

The “Erev Rav” (“Mixed Multitude”) were also at Har Sinai, but the Ramban says that they were
standing apart from the Jewish people. By the Golden Calf, the Erev Rav joined us, but at Har
Sinai, they were standing in a different corner, away from us. As the generations go on, we are
further from the level of Har Sinai. Although the Erev Rav wasn’t mixed with us at Har Sinai, now
when we are so ‘far’ from the level of standing at Har Sinai, they are mixed with us. Their souls are
very mixed with us.

Some say that the word “rav”, which means “teacher”, implies that the evil souls of Erev Rav have
become like a “teacher” to us in our times, in that people are so influenced by them. Others even
say that the word “rav”, “most”, implies that most of the ‘Jewish people’ now are really souls of the
Erev Rav [as they become more and mixed with us, which is the situation of the final days].” There

2 See the words of the Vilna Gaon in sefer Even Shelaimah, 11: 6-8
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are very few true Jewish souls, in comparison to the many souls of the Erev Rav, who are the
majority. (On a more subtle note, there is also the rule of “becoming nullified as a “sixtieth”...) It is
not clear today who is really Jewish and who is from Erev Rav.

If someone searches for the truth, this is an indicator that he stood at Har Sinai to accept
the Torah. If someone doesn’t search for truth, it shows that he did not want the Torah at Har
Sinai [which was the Erev Rav]. This does not just mean to search for Torah, tefillah, and mitzvos.
It is to search for a truthful kind of Torah, a Toras Emes, which Moshe Rabbeinu gave us, who is the
paradigm of emes/truth.

As the generations increase, our struggles increase. We have struggles with our yetzer hora (Evil
inclination) and with our middos. But in the later generations — especially in the last couple of years
— we have entered a new kind of struggle: We do not know anymore what is true and what is
false. People are searching and they aren’t finding what they search for. Chazal say that the
generation in which Moshiach will come will be a generation which is very confused, There is
tremendous confusion today. If someone lives with even a little bit of feeling, with even a drop of
purity, he can see clearly that there is little truth to be found these days.

We are confused from all we see. We see and hear about things going on in the world outside
Torah, and this confuses us. We are confused as well by those who keep Torah and mitzvos, because
we do not see enough pure and genuine Torah. If someone doesn’t care about truth, than he feels
fine as long as he learns Gemara, but if he searches for truth, he won’t be satisfied with being
superficial, and it bothers him greatly that there is a lack of truth.

People have a hard time knowing what the truth is as they try to raise their children in the right
way. People want to know what truth is, what way to go in, but they are very confused; they don’t
know what is good and what is not good, what is true and what is false. This is really all because the
Erev Rav has mixed up the world so much that we can’t tell truth apart from falsity.

In our generation, the Erev Rav is stuck to us ‘like a dog licking its food’. They are so embedded
in us that it is very hard for us to sift out good from evil, even for those who try to gain clarity in
their life. The amount of confusion and lack of clarity in the world today bothers any person who
searches for truth.

So what should we do?

Chazal say to have a Rebbi, and that will save us from doubts. But what do you do if you still
even doubt even after that? People don’t even know what to do anymore, what to ask about; they
don’t feel like they have the heads to try to understand what’s going on behind a problem, and
therefore they don’t even know what to ask about. They figure that matters should just be left to
Rabbonim to be solved, as we do not have the heads to think properly. Even after asking, people
have a hard time understanding what Rabbis are saying today. By the time he hears what the Rabbi
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said, so many different versions of what the Rabbi said have already mixed him up that he doesn’t
understand what the Rabbi is really saying.

People are saying today that they don’t feel what holiness is, or what purity is. The breaches in
modesty today are appalling and it dulls a person’s mind when he sees it. All kinds of foods today
have a kosher certification — technology has a hecsher...but that doesn’t make the food really
kosher. The Erev Rav wants to uproot the little Torah that we do have. But we should know that
the main war is not taking place in the outside world. The main war is taking place within the
world of Torah - that we are confused, and we don’t know what truth is.

THE ONLY HOPE

This world we live in today is like walking “in the shadow of the valley of death”. To anyone
who lives a truthful life and who isn’t satistied with superficiality, this world feels like walking
through death’s valley. We have only one solution: even as we walk through death’s valley, the
possuk finishes by saying, “I do not fear evil, for You are with me”. Hashem is always with us.

Chazal state that Hashem saw that there would be few tzaddikim so He has spread out the
tzaddikim throughout the generations. If we reflect deeply, we can realize that we have nothing to
do with this world. Deep in our soul, the main “mikves” we have to immerse ourselves in, is to
realize that we are not part of this world. We are like strangers here. (If anyone in this generation
has yearnings for Hashem, he’s basically a zzaddik in this generation!)

The city that you live in, the community you live in — you should feel like a stranger towards it.
It is not your real place. Your neshamah came from above, from Heaven; it is a piece of Hashem.
Realize that you have nothing whatsoever to do with this world! The “#zibbur” (congregation) today
is not either your real place. So if we are connected to this world, to where are we connected to?
Our connection exists with Hashem, to His Torah, to His mizzves, and to love others Jews — but in
a true way.

We are living in very, very hard times. I am not referring to the wars that go on in the world
today. I am talking about the indifference to spirituality. All connection to spirituality is being
cooled off today; it is being uprooted.

What do people yearn for these days as they experience some moments of holiness? Does a
person have yearnings for Hashem? Does he talk to Hashem and cry to Him when he’s alone? Or
does he wonder who he is, like if he’s of Yemenite descent or if he’s just plain different, because he’s
so confused about whom he really is...?

The simple feeling we need to feel, first of all, is to feel all the time that we are strangers in this
generation. You are a stranger to the place you live in. We need to return somewhat to the life
which our Avos lived — each person on his own level, as much as he can do.
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We must disconnect ourselves from this lifestyle, even from things that have “bechsherim.” We
must search for those individuals who are truthful. We must daven for Moshiach and believe that he
will come, but in the time being, before he comes, we have to feel like we are strangers to this world
— even if we live in Eretz Yisrael. Avraham Avinu also said he’s a stranger to this world. As long as
we live in a world in which our holiness is concealed from us, we need to feel like we are a stranger
to this world, [and thus it applies to Eretz Yisrael as well, in which the Erev Rav tries to uproot all
holiness].

In our generation, anyone who truly searches for Hashem is a rare individual. Not everything
that has a bechsher do we need to have. It doesn’t matter which community we are from — we all
need to separate from the lifestyle of this generation.

MAKING THIS PRACTICAL: THE DAILY HISBODEDUS

To actually do this, you connect to an inner kind of life in which you feel solitude in your soul,
apart from this world. Every day, make a deep hisbodedus (meditation) and connect yourself deeply
to Hashem, to His Torah, and to His mitzvos.

IN CONCLUSION

We do not know what will be. But it is clear that we are living in a time of darkness. May we
merit seeing the light of Hashem, the light of Torah, the light of our neshamah — and may we all
merit to see the coming of Moshiach, speedily in our days.
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4| FREEDOM FROM THE EVIL INGLINATION

INTRODUCTION

Pesach is called zman cheiruseinu — “time of our freedom”.

There is a well-known Mishnah in Awves: “There is no ben chorin (free man) except for one who
studies Torah.” If the Sages say that cheirus/freedom is only found by one who studies Torah, then
why is Pesach called zman cheiruseinu? Chazal were very specific in saying that cheirus/freedom is
only possible where there is Torah. If so, what does it mean that Pesach is a time of cheirus? Don’t
these two statements of Chazal contradict each other?

THE TWD FACTORS WHICH PREVENT LIS FROM DOING HASHEM'S WILL

There is a well-known Gemara that says, “It is our will to do Your will (“rezzoneinu laasos
retzoncha’), but it is the “yeast in the sourdough” (a reference to the evil inclination) and the
jurisdiction of the government which is holding us back.” Our soul by its very essence wants to do
the right thing, but the evil inclination, as well as the subjugation we have to go through in the exile
— are the two factors which are getting in the way of us doing Hashem’s will.

What is the “yeast in the sourdough” and what is the “jurisdiction to the government” that are

holding us back from doing the right thing?

THE “YEAST IN THE SOURDOUGH" - THE EVIL INCLINATION (EXTERNAL AND INTERNAL)

It is well-known that the “yeast in the sourdough” is referring to the yezzer hora, the evil
inclination. What exactly is the yetzer hora?

Reb Yisrael Salanter wrote that there are two forces of evil present in a person. One kind of evil is
an outer force, an angel, which convinces a person to do evil. Another kind of evil is an internal
kind of evil that is enmeshed in our very heart, causing us to have evil desires.

The Chovos HaLevovos wrote that the yetzer hora is mixed into our being and enmeshed with our
heart, an evil force that is inside us telling us to commit evil. This is describing the second kind of
yetzer hora that Reb Yisrael Salanter wrote about.

What is the difference between the two kinds of evil that is found in man? The inner kind of evil
is perceived by us as a part of our essence, so it is much harder to overcome. By contrast, the outer
force of evil which can influence us is easier to overcome, since we are aware that it is not a part of
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our being. It’s harder to overcome our nature than to overcome this angel! This is written in sefer

Nefesh HaChaim.

That is the “yeast in the sourdough” that prevents us from doing the right thing — the yezzer hora,
which manifests in two forms: outer evil and internal evil.

THE “SUBJUGATION TO THE GOVERNMENT" - OUR RATZON IS IMPRISONED FROM LS

The second factor which gets in our way is our “subjugation to the government.” Simply
speaking, it is because we are enslaved by the exile and we have to be subjugated to the nations.

But the deeper meaning of this concept is that our very will is subjugated to evil. Our power of
ratzon (will) can be taken over by the various evil desires that the challenges of exile tempts us with.

THE THIRD KIND OF EVIL WE FACE: AN EVIL INFLUENCE AMONG OURSELVES

When we left Egypt, we were no longer subjugated to the Egyptian exile, and the only thing
holding us back from fulfilling Hashem’s will was the yezzer hora. But as we left Egypt, there were
other forces of evil that came with us — and this was the “Erev Rav”, a group of Egyptians who
wished to join our people. The Erev Rav brought with them the evil influences of Egypt, and in this
way, we still had an aspect of being subjugated to the influences of exile.

In fact, due to the Erev Rav joining us as we left Egypt, there was a whole new kind of
subjugation that came with them. It was a secular government that entered us within our own
camps — a whole different kind of influence that had never been here until then! Until the
redemption from Egypt, the problem was that we had to endure the Egyptian rule. When we left
Egypt, we were finally free from that exile, but then the Erev Rav entered us.

They represent a new influence of evil upon the Jewish people — an evil government that resides
within the Jewish people. They brought about a third, deeper kind of evil that we face.

At Har Sinai, the Erev Rav didn’t want to hear the Torah from Hashem. They were the ones
who requested that Moshe should speak, instead of Hashem. They could not bear the holiness of
Hashem’s voice. While everyone else in the Jewish people were prepared to die in order to hear the
Torah from Hashem — as Chazal say, that our souls left us as we heard Hashem speaking to us — the
Erev Rav did not have this mesirus nefesh (self-sacrifice) that we had. They therefore chose not to
hear the Torah from Hashem, and they requested that Moshe speak instead.

At Har Sinai when we heard the Torah, we were elevated, and we attained true cheirus
(freedom). It was the completion to our cheirus from Egypt. We went free from all evil impurity of
the Egyptian exile. But once we sinned by the Golden Calf, we once again descended to the level of



(3] BILVAVI - EREV RAV TALKS

impurity that had been removed from us. The members of the Erev Rav were the ones who came

up with the idea of the Golden Calf.

Every year, we can return to the freedom we attained when we left Egypt, as well as the freedom
we received at the giving of the Torah. But at the same time, the evil influence of the Erev Rav
returns as well in order to counter all of that holiness we can receive. And concerning our era - End
of the Days - it is written in our sefarim hakedoshim that the Erev Rav will return to once again
influence us and prevent us from attaining holiness.

At Har Sinai, our souls left us when we heard the Torah. The evil inclination left us as well — but
the Erev Rav was still present with us. The same Erev Rav who didn’t want to have mesirus nefesh to
hear the Torah come back each year to prevent us from having mesirus nefesh.

PREPARING FOR PESACH AND SHAVUDS - THROUGH MESIRUS NEFESH

We must therefore prepare for the freedom of Pesach and for the giving of the Torah by being
preparing ourselves to have mesirus nefesh. In order to receive the holiness that Yom Tov has to offer
us, we must prepare for it by having mesirus nefesh for the Torah. If anyone seeks the truth, he
should prepare himself to have mesirus nefesh for Hashem and His Torah. Any Jew of the past who
succeeded in his life was only due to the mesirus nefesh that he exhibited.

If a person wants to make sure that he is not being influenced by the Erev Rav, he must have
mesirus nefesh in learning the Torah. “There is no free person except the one who learns Torah.”

What does it mean to have mesirus nefesh for Hashem? It means “Retzoinenu laasos retzoncha” — It
is our will to do Your will. We must reveal our innermost ratzon to only do Hashem’s will. This
will help us have mesirus nefesh.

May we be zoche to search for our true ratzon in life — that our entire yearning in life should be
to do always reveal the will of Hashem.
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a | THE FINANCIAL STRAIN ON BNEI TORAH IN [SRAEL

ASKING HASHEM THAT WE BE DRAWN CLOSER TO HIM

In the blessing of 112'wN, after asking Hashem to return us to the Torah, we ask Hashem, 112721
NTIAY? 10'M - “And draw us closer, Our King, to Your service.” What is this closeness that we
ask for?

When Hashem first created Adam, he was commanded to work the field of Gan Eden and
protect it. After the first sin, the avodah/work of man is to work with the fields of the earth, as
opposed to the fields of Gan Eden. Originally, man “worked” in Gan Eden, and after the sin, we
work with the earth.

The world stands on three pillars — Torah, Avodah and Chessed. Our Avodah used to be with
korbonos when we had a Beis HaMikdash; after the destruction of the Beis HaMikdash, we have no
korbonos, but instead we have Avodah through Tefillah — prayer. Sin is what caused us to have to do
any work. Thus, we ask Hashem to draw us closer to Avodah — to the Avodah of the korbonos,
which we are missing. What is the depth behind this prayer of YN TIAVY7 12'37n M2

BITACHON - A STATE OF GAN EDEN IN THE SOUL

When Adam sinned, he was greatly distanced from the original Avodah in Gan Eden. We ask
Hashem that we be returned to our original Avodah that we had in Gan Eden.

The Alter of Novhardok z#”/ would say that the concept of bitachon (faith in Hashem) is
essentially to live in the state that existed before Adam’s sin (each person can reach this to a certain
extent). All effort that we have to make is a curse placed upon mankind due to Adam’s sin.

Bitachon means to connect your soul to a world of Bitachon, to a state of Gan Eden; it is not just
about placing your trust in Hashem and realizing that it is not your efforts which provide you with
support. When a person has bitachon, not only will he be provided with livelihood, but he lives in
a state of Gan Eden. 1f a person has “parnassah” (a livelihood) because he has bitachon, then he lives
in a state of Gan Eden in his soul.

KNOWING WRERE OUR SUPPORT COMES FROM

But if a person thinks that his livelihood comes from this world, he is actually limiting his source
of livelihood, because he thinks that the source of his livelihood comes from this world. He
attributes his source of livelihood to this materialistic world.
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This is not a side issue. It is relevant to the entire way a person lives his life.

When a person receives his livelihood from people, he must realize that it is really coming from
Hashem. If he doesn’t, he views his source of livelihood as mainly coming from this world, and
then he is connected to this materialistic world. The food he buys with such money is coming from
materialism, and when such food goes into his body, he becomes more and more connected to the
materialism of the world.

DRAWING SUPPORT FROM AN EVIL SOURCE

Even worse than the above issue [of lacking bitachon] is the following: What happens if a person
is getting his livelihood from an impure place?

There is no way the spiritual success will come to him through this. Not only won’t he succeed
in his Torah learning like this, but it will dull his spirituality entirely.

Chazal say that “the way a person wants to “go in” is the way he will be lead “to”. Do we want
our livelihood to come from a pure place, or from this world of materialism?

In the last couple of years, Torah learning is being supported by the heads of the Erev Rau!

How can people take money from people who want to uproot all mitzvos, all Torah, all
spirituality?? It is not possible to see spiritual success if one takes money from such a source. Chazal
say that if a child is fed by a father who cheats in business, the child will not see success in his
Torah learning. The food entering him is spiritually contaminated, because it comes from an
impure source — from sin. When people are connecting to taking money from the Erev Rav, it ruins
the quality of one’s Torah learning — completely.

The decrees being made on Torah are being made by Erev Rav. These are souls who started the
sin with the Golden Calf and caused everyone to sin. The decrees are being made by souls of the
Erev Rav, together with a couple of ignorant fools who join with them because they don’t know any
better.

We should not daven that the government should support us. Therefore, now that they have cut
off support, we should instead sing to Hashem over this! It is really a great kindness of Hashem that
this has happened!

Where should we get supported from, though? That is a good question. But we definitely can’t
get it from the Erev Rav.

We need to know what Hashem wants from us in this situation. Some people do not have
financial problems, so they don’t have to worry. But most people who are sitting and learning
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Torah, who need support, are right now in a tight financial situation. What is Hashem telling us
through this? What is He screaming out to us?

We must know that it is not possible for our Torah learning to survive if we get supported by the
Erev Rav! We cannot take money from them and then hope we will get siyata d’shamaya (Heavenly
assistance) and that everything will be fine!

If we can’t come to terms with this, if a person doesn’t see what the problem in this, it’s because
we have already been bribed by them by getting used to taking money from them. “4 bribe blinds
the eyes of the clever.” The Erev Rav is like [evil] Lavan, who sought to destroy the entire Jewish
people in the hopes of killing Yaakov Avinu. The Erev Rav is trying to do just the same — they want
to uproot all spirituality from the Jewish people; they want to entirely get rid of Torah, mizzvos ,
everything.

Hashem is telling us quite clearly: y\nTI2Y? 121371 1ma7p. He wants to draw us close to Him,
thus, we must ask ourselves: Do we aspire to be in a state of Gan Eden, in which we being
supported by a pure source — or do we want to be supported by an impure source?

This is not a question of how much hishtadlus/etfort we need to make in order to make a living
versus how much bitachon we need to have. This is a question of what Hashem is asking of us —
that we should hopefully choose a life of holiness, and not to get swayed after the world.

Imagine if this government would give us even more money than before — what would & 7ei
Torah do? Would we take the money...?

They have already burned so many neshamos in the Jewish people. Now finally Hashem has had
mercy on us and has taken away their support of us, so that we will be separated from them. Their
hatred for us is really what saves us, similar to what the sefarim hakedoshim write about anti-
Semitism of the Nations. When Jews are mixed with non-Jews and enjoy a relationship with them,
we are in spiritual danger, while Anti-Semitism makes us realize that we are separate from them,
which saves us from getting influenced by them. Thus, the hatred of non-Jews for us is really a
blessing, since it reminds us that we are separate from them, and then we don’t mix it with them.

WORK IS NOT EITHER AN OPTIDN

For a ben Torah to go work in secular places in order to get supported — can there be any greater
lie than this?! Can our Torah learning be supported by working at these kinds of jobs?

If a person searches for truth, he wonders what Hashem wants from us. We need to seek truth.
Surely we need to make effort on making a living and we can’t have bitachon all day. We certainly
need to have both effort and to have bitachon; for half a day, try to work on your bitachon. Bur if
we make effort to make a living from places that are impure, this is not called ‘effort’. Effort to
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make a living was a ‘penalty’ placed on mankind; if a person makes effort to go make a living in any
secular places, the concept of working to making a living simply does not apply. The ‘penalty’
placed on mankind to go to work does not require one to go work in any of these terrible places.

There are people whose neshamos have already been burned by the Erev Rav’s influence, so when
they hear these words, they wonder what the problem is. This is the situation of the final
generation, in which Erev Rav has influenced so many Jewish souls and burned them up. Hashem
will of course have mercy on us and take us out of this predicament and bring Moshiach when the
time comes, but as for now, there is so much confusion!!

WORK ON YOUR BITACHON, AND ASK A HALACHIG AUTHORITY IF YOU HAVE TO GO TO
WORK

We must awaken our inner yearning for holiness and purity, for pure and true Torah. Then we
will be able to sense all the falsity that is poisoning all people’s Torah learning and mitzvos. We
must yearn for the eternal life in the Next World, and not for a better materialistic life on this
world.

Any Jew who searches for the truth, who is having a rough time making a livelihood, needs to
work on his bitachon. As for how much effort one needs to make in order to make a living — which
includes being supported by the government — an authority needs to be consulted about this. Most
of the sources of the livelihood today require a person to choose of what kind of life he wants to
live....a life of truth, or a life of falsity.

MAKE A SOUL-ACCOUNTING

We must know clearly that our source of livelihood is where we are connected to. In these days
especially, we need to make the following cheshbon hanefesh (soul-accounting): How much are we
seeking to live a truthful kind of life? To where are we connected to? What are the things we are
doing that connect us to the Next World, and what are the things we are doing that are connecting
us with this world of materialism...?

May we merit to connect to the holiness of Torah and mitzvos. Even if we do not merit
Moshiach, may we at least merit that our support for Torah learning should not be coming from the
heads of Erev Rav that rule the government. If we have no support, let us subsist on bread and
water, rather than have to rely on government support. May we merit help from Hashem to seek
the truth, and that even if any of us has to make a living, that we should at least be surrounded with
fear of Heaven — from the depths of our soul.
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b [ EXILE - PAST AND PRESENT

VISUALIZING THE EXODUS: TWO METHODS

“One is obligated to see himself as if he [himself] had left Egypt.”

Pesach, we have a mitzvah to feel like we are leaving Egypt — today, and now.

> In every generation, on

When Chazal said that we have this obligation, this doesn’t mean in the sense that we need to
imagine then what it must have been like. Rather, the intention of Chazal was that we need to
imagine now, what it was like #hen [to attach the past to the present].

How can a person feel as if he left Egypt, though, when he doesn’t remember what it was like?
How can a person remember what it was like in his past gilgu/ (soul incarnation) when he left
Egypt, if he doesn’t remember his previous lifetime?

As time goes on and the generations continue, we are further from that time in history, and it
becomes more concealed [and distant from us]. But through study and in-depth analysis of the
Egyptian bondage, a person can come to visualize the terrible exile that Egypt was, and this will
slowly but surely enable a person to feel, of what it was like to be exiled there - and in turn, what it
was like to go free from there.

So by learning the words of Chazal in detail about the Egyptian bondage, we enable our mind to
visualize what it was like to be there. That gets us to feel that we were actually there, and that draws
us closer to feeling the exile that was Egypt. Only through feeling the exile — not simply through
knowing about it intellectually — can a person feel what the redemption from it felt like.

This is the first method brought in our Chazal of how one can connect himself to the exile and
to the redemption of Egypt: studying the words of Chazal about the Egyptian bondage. But there is
also another method brought in Chazal: to connect ourselves with the present state of exile, which
can get us to conceptualize what the meaning of exile is, and in turn, what it means to be redeemed
from exile.

The gain of the second approach is that whereas we have never seen the past and we do not
recognize it, the present is something we all recognize. The past is gone and we have a hard time
relating to it, but in the present, we are still in exile, so the present is easier for us to relate to. By
becoming aware of the current situation of our exile, that is how we can feel what exile was like in
the past — the root of all exiles, which was Egypt.

3 As we say in the Hagaddah shel Pesach.
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So we have two methods of how we can visualize leaving Egypt.

The first way is to learn the words of Chazal about the Egyptian bondage, which in turn helps us
visualize it. That enables us to then picture in our minds of what it was like to have actually been
there, and that helps us feels the pain of the Egyptian exile. This causes us to wish to escape it, and
to cry out to Hashem to be saved. This method, of visualizing the exile and redemption from
Egypt, is an avodah on our part, which requires hisbonenus (deep reflection); it doesn’t come to us
so fast.

The second, alternative approach, is to think about the meaning of present exile, which can help
us conceptualize exile of the past. By realizing what the current exile is, it can get us to feel pained
from the exile we are in, and when we feel the depth of this exile, it is then much easier for us to
connect ourselves with the exile of the past.

REFLECTING INTO THE CURRENT EXILE

Using the second method will require us to think: Which exile are we in? According the first
method, all we have to be aware of is the Egyptian exile. According to the second method, we need
to think into the current exile.

Here, we will elaborate upon the second method: visualizing the depth of the current exile. The
purpose of this is so that we can cause ourselves to cry out to Hashem, from all the pain that we can
feel from this exile — and in turn, so that we can connect ourselves to the exile that was in Egypt,
the root exile of all exiles to come - including the present one.

THE SIX EXILES

The roots of these matters are stated in Chazal.

The Jewish people, ever since becoming a nation, have undergone four exiles, which really end
up being five exiles; and in fact, there is a sixth exile*. Chazal list four exiles’: the first exile was
Egypt, the second exile was Bavel (Babylonia), the third was Persia-Media, and the fourth was the
Greek exile. The fifth exile is the exile of Edom. Within the exile of Edom, there is another exile:
the exile of Yishmael. (We can all see in front of our eyes that we are in the exile of Yishmael; they
surround us every day and at all times.)

Those are our exiles, ever since we have become a nation. The current exile we are in, Edom,
includes in it “Yishmael”. From the exile of Yishmael will sprout the light of the redemption, as our

4 In another derashah, the Rav mentioned that this really adds up for a total of seven exiles: Egypt, Bavel, Persia-Media,
Greece, Edom, Yishmael, and “Erev Rav.” See Chanukah #048 — Greek Exile Today.
5 Beraishis Rabbah 1:1
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Chazal state. Chazal said that the nation of Yishmael will cause the nation of Yisrael to greatly
suffer, which will cause the nation of Yisrael to cry out to Hashem from all of their suffering; and
then Hashem will hear their prayers, and we will be redeemed. It will be “shama keil”, “G-d will
hear”, which hints to the name of “Yishmael”, for we will cry out to Hashem from the exile of
Yishmael, just as we cried out in Egypt to Him, when our prayers were heard and we were
redeemed.

We have gone through all the previous exiles. We've been through the exile of Egypt, and we've
been through the exile of Bavel. The exile of Yavan (Greece) is also over, to a certain extent [see
footnote]®. The exile of Edom, though, is our current situation, and we have not come out of it yet.
And more specifically, we currently face the exile of Yishmael.

LNDERSTANDING THE DEPTH OF THE EXILE OF YISHMAEL

To understand our current exile with greater clarity: If someone thinks that the exile of Yishmael
is referring to the Arabs which surround us, he is mistaken. Although it is certainly true that we are
surrounded by Arabs and we suffer from them, this is only the external layer of the exile. It is true
that we are totally ‘exiled” to Yishmael in the external sense, but there is a more inner layer to the
exile taking place.

[The external aspect of the exile of Yishmael is that] there is a war of Yishmael against Yisrael,
which takes place in Eretz Yisrael, concerning the ownership of Eretz Yisrael. The nation of
Yishmael claims inheritance over Eretz Yisrael, for the Zohar states that Yishmael has a zechus
(merit) over Eretz Yisrael, due to the mitzvah of Bris Milah which they keep’. Therefore, they fight
Yisrael as they are in Eretz Yisrael.

But the inner layer of this exile is of a totally different nature. The Vilna Gaon® discusses at
length, as well as Reb Elchonon Wasserman zt”1’, that the final exile is called the exile of the “Erev
Rav™'°,

EREV RAV - THEN

6 According to many opinions, we are still within the Greek exile today. See the derasha of Chanukah #048 — Greek Exile
Today.

7 And it is brought in many places in Chazal that there is a connection between Bris Milah and Eretz Yisrael; hence, the
Arabs, who keep Bris Milah, have a stronger hold over Eretz Yisrael.

8 See Even Shelaimah, chapter 11: 1-8

9 In sefer Kovetz Maamarim

10 “The Mixed Multitude.” For more background on the Erev Rav, see Erev Rav_05_Amalek Exposed.



27| BILVAV] - EREV RAV TALKS

When the Jewish people left Egypt, the Torah writes, “And the Erev Rav went up with them.”
Ever since we became a people, we have had an ‘addition’ that has been following us throughout:
the ‘Erev Rav’.

They are the ones who were responsible for causing the Jewish people to sin. They gave the idea
to make the Golden Calf, and they were the ones who kept causing trouble in the desert and
influencing the generation to sin.

Back then, they were not the heads of the Jewish people, though; they were simply known as the
‘Erev Rav’. The leaders then were Moshe and Aharon. It was the Erev Rav who convinced everyone
that Moshe was dead when he ascended to Heaven to receive the Torah; they thought of the idea to
make the Golden Calf and convinced everyone else to do it. The souls of the Jewish people, by
themselves, could never have conceived of such a false notion. It was entirely due to the persuasion
and influence of the Erev Rav.

[Members of the] Erev Rav has been escorting us since we left Egypt, all the way until today. We
left Egypt, but along with this, came another exile: the exile of the Erev Rav. We left Pharoah, we
left the Egyptians, but we weren’t redeemed from the Erev Rav. They have been following us since
we became a nation, until today.

EREV RAV - NOW

However, they have gone through major changes since then. The Vilna Gaon writes that in the
final generations, the Erev Rav are the “heads of the Jewish people, who are the ‘leaders’, and they
have control over the “sons of Leah and Rachel”.

They are also called ‘sapachas’ by Chazal — a kind of leprosy that forms over the skin, embedded
into the skin and atop it, but not a part of it. They came with us when we left Egypt and added
themselves onto our nation, but they are not a part of our nation; thus they are called a
sapachas\leprosy - a layer added onto the skin, which is not an actual part of the skin.

In the later generations, and especially in our current generation, the Erev Rav are wicked souls
who lead the Jewish people towards evil. Their agenda is to lead the Jewish people astray from
Torah, from all holiness, from emunah, and from mitzvos.

It doesn’t matter if he [a member of Erev Rav] wears a kippah or if he doesn’t have a kippah;
whether he has a beard or whether he doesn’t have a beard.
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This is the exile we are in. The exile we are currently in is the exile of the Erev Rav - who exercise
‘control’ over the Jewish people. The ‘heads of the Erev Rav’ are the souls of Amalek; Chazal say
that the Erev Rav is made up of five kinds of people, and at the head of all of them is Amalek''.

This has been true about our current exile ever since it has begun, but it has particular relevance
to today’s times. We must understand the situation that we are found in. The exile we are in today
is being headed by people who look like Jews - and they look like they are a part of the Jewish
people. This is in vast contrast to the exile of Egypt. In Egypt, when we were exiled by Pharoah, it
was clear to all of us that Pharoah was not of the Jewish people. But in the current exile, we are
exiled under the jurisdiction of people who look like they are one of us. But although they look like
Jews, Chazal said that their souls are not of the Bnei Yisrael."

They do not understand, and they can never understand, what Torah is. They cannot
understand what mitzvos are. They cannot understand the nature of the true bond that is between
the Jewish people and Hashem.

THE GOVERNMENT'S DECREE ON BNEI TORAH TO JOIN THE ARMY

“In every generation, they [the nations] stand up to destroy us.”"” We must understand that in
the exile we are in, the Erev Rav is also trying to destroy us, just as the nations of the past in each
generation have sought to destroy us.

If we reflect on the situation, we can see the depth of our exile. In the situation we are in right
now, according to the Halachab, it is a time of shmad (a decree of spiritual genocide)!14 If someone
thinks that this is just another decree upon us, he doesn’t understand! This is not merely another
decree. We are in a time of shmad! They want to uproot the entire Torah, from the root!

In a time of shmad, there are halachos that apply. Every Jew must become familiar with the laws
of mesirus nefesh — to be prepared to give up our life, if we must. There is a mitzvah of kiddush
Hashem during this time. These halachos are discussed in Rambam Hilchos Kiddush Hashem and
Sefer HaChinuch by the mitzvah of kiddush Hashem. There is a halachah that during a time of
shmad, one is not allowed to listen to the government even if they tell you to wear a certain kind of
shoelace. A Jew has to let himself get killed rather than listen to them!

11 The source for this is Tikkunei HaZohar (41), brought in the words the Vilna Gaon in sefer Even Shelaimah (11). five
groups are termed “Nega Ra” (Evil Affliction): Nefilim, Giborim, Anakim, Refaim, and Amalekim. Refer to the Rav’s five
original Hebrew classes of “Erev Rav”, and to the English adaptation of “Erev Rav_005_Amalek Exposed”.

12 For further research, see Tefillah #109

13 Hagaddah shel Pesach

14 This is in light of the Israeli government’s recent announcement to enforce the draft of yeshivah bochurim into the
army, which our Gedolim have declared as an open attempt to wage war against the Torah world; thus it is being seen by
our Gedolim as a “time of shmad” (genocide), in which the halacha is, “yaharog v’al yaavor”, “be killed rather than
transgress.”
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THE SECULAR INFLUENCE ON OUR NAMES, LANGUAGE, AND CLOTHING

Let’s think about this for a minute. Chazal said that in Egypt, the Jewish people did not change
their names, their language, and their clothing. But look at what is going on today [with regards to
changes in our names, language, and clothing].

With regards to names, in recent times, what kinds of names are people giving to their children?
Are people always naming their children with names like Avraham, Yitzchok, Yaakov, Moshe,
Aharon, Yosef, and Dovid? All kinds of ‘new names’ are becoming popular now, which have
entered us from the outside world. We can’t even tell if certain names being given today are a boy’s
names or girl’s names!

I was recently in America and I met someone with his little daughter. I asked him, “What’s your
daughter’s name?” He said, “Her name is Eli.”

I am not referring to people who don’t keep Torah and mitzvos; I hope that Hashem merits
them to do true teshuvah. 1 am referring even to people who keep Torah and mitzvos, who are
finding it acceptable to give all kinds of new names to their children.

And what is the language that people speak today? Lashon HaKodesh has become a foreign
language today. How many words being spoken each day are words that have no root in Lashon
H